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Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 8:00am - 4:30pm

Upcoming Holiday Closures
December 23-24, December 31

City Council Meetings
First Monday of each month at 6:00pm 

Record public comments
by noon on meeting day at 218-0135

Park & Cemetery Hours
Dawn - 9:00pm

Board of Review to meet
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Be safe near snow plows
As snow begins to fall, citizens are reminded of the dangers involved with snow 
removal equipment. When snow and ice are thrown off the blade, plow trucks 
use flashing yellow and green lights to warn drivers and pedestrians of the 
danger. Public Works Supervisor Josh Ranes offers these additional reminders:
• Give the plow plenty of room to operate. Plow operators do the best they 

can to work safely near vehicle and foot traffic, but it can be difficult for the 
operator to see everything. Sometimes, they can’t see you. 

• Do not stand at the side of the road to get covered by snow. The plow 
operator will be forced to stop, and snow removal operations delayed. 

• Overnight parking is prohibited on City streets from October 15 through 
April 15 each year to help facilitate efficient snow removal.

• To prevent damage to your vehicle, never pass a City plow truck that is 
in motion. To 
pass, ensure 
that the 
plow truck 
is stopped, 
watch for 
City staff who 
may be near 
the vehicle, 
and proceed 
slowly past the 
snow removal 
equipment. 

Galesburg’s Board of Review will meet 
at City Hall on Monday, December 13 
at 3:00 pm. The December Board of 
Review will address clerical errors and 
mutual mistakes of fact related to real 
and personal property assessments. 
Value appeals cannot be addressed at 
the December meeting.
 This is also the last opportunity to 
request the disabled veteran or poverty 
exemption for the 2021 tax year. 
Property owners are encouraged to 
submit forms to the City Assessor by 
December 10. 

 The Board may also consider 2018 
through 2021 homeowners’ principal 
residence exemption where no previous 
affidavit was filed and denied. To claim 
this exemption, taxpayers must own 
and occupy their property as their 
primary residence and may not claim a 
similar exemption on another property 
or in another state.
 All forms are available for download 
at www.galesburgcity.org. Direct 
questions to Assessor John Megdan, 
who can be reached at assessor@
galesburgcity.org.
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One way to make sure your community 
is destined for failure is to not attract 
or retain business. Ensure that they 
don’t have a competitive tax rate or fair 
business costs, are encumbered by 
burdensome rules and regulations, and 
don’t get the services they need. 
 To drive business out of business, 
ensure they have no competition in 
the community. For example, in towns 
of about 1,000 residents with one 
grocery store, the owner almost always 

confirmed they were 
having a very tough 
time getting by, yet 
in a comparable-
sized community 
with two grocery 
stores, the owners 
confirmed that 
they were 

Meet Deputy Miller
Deputy Aaron Miller was assigned 
to Galesburg in October. He is an 
18-year veteran of the Kalamazoo 
County Sheriff’s Office.
 Deputy Miller reminds residents 
to lock their car doors when 
parked and to observe posted 
speed limits. While 9-1-1 is best 
used for emergencies, he can also 
be contacted by calling 488-8911.

Mayor prioritizes sidewalk repair
“We want to have a walkable city,” said Mayor Lori 
West in discussing the replacement of a large portion 
of Grant Street’s west sidewalk, “but many of our 
local sidewalks are in disrepair. I want citizens to 
know that we are committed to making steady 
progress on this front.” As part of that initiative, parts 
of Washington and Division Streets will have new 
sidewalks installed in the spring of 2022.

Tree of LoveTree of Love
Drop off new, unwrapped toys or non-perishable foodDrop off new, unwrapped toys or non-perishable food

in Angel Tree boxesin Angel Tree boxes
November 29 - December 18November 29 - December 18

to support local families during the holiday season.to support local families during the holiday season.

Box LocationsBox Locations
City Hall City Hall ll Library  Library ll Pizza King  Pizza King ll Gull Lake Distilling  Gull Lake Distilling ll Checkered Past  Checkered Past ll  

A Little Bit of This & A Little Bit of ThatA Little Bit of This & A Little Bit of That

making a pretty good living. Why?
 Competition helps keep the price 
of goods and services low and 
ensures better-quality products, better 
services. Nations where competition is 
not embraced are stellar examples of 
how the lack of competition ensures 
consumers pay high prices for poor 
products, limited selection, and dismal 
service. Without an incentive to 
improve, improvement doesn’t occur.
 In the community with one grocery 
store, the owner was fortunate to get 
half of the people who lived there to 

From 13 Ways to Kill  Your Community

Don’t attract business
This article is one in of a series outlining ways that communities damage their ability to thrive, according to author Doug 
Griffiths. It is presented here to help residents identify ways to revitalize the community. Griffiths’ book, 13 Ways to Kill Your 
Community, is available at www.13ways.ca and at the Galesburg-Charleston Memorial District Library. Used with permission.

Future issues will examine more of the 13 common mistakes that small towns make to negatively 
impact their viability. In the meantime, consider the 13 common stumbles:

Forget the water l Don’t attract new business l Don’t engage youth l Deceive yourself l Shop 
elsewhere l Don’t paint l Don’t cooperate l Live in the past l Shut out seniors l Reject everything 

new l Ignore outsiders l Grow complacent l Don’t take responsibility

shop with him. Most of the people 
went down the road to the community 
with two grocery stores to take 
advantage of the benefits of their 
competition.
 Killing your community means 
you must make sure it has no 
thriving business sector. Eliminate 
all policies, regulations, or plans in 
place to attract any new business. 
New businesses bring investment and 
money, encourage local shopping, and 
create new jobs, conditions which just 
reinforce and strengthen the economy.


